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DANENTKV  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  DEPT. 

MOOT  HALL 

DAVENTRY 

NORTHANTS 

Telephone  Daventry  2172 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor.  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 
of  the  Borough  of  Daventry, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  ninth  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  town  incorporating  that  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspector.  This  is  an  annual  assessment  of  the  environmental 
health  of  the  town,  and  in  addition.  I make  some  observations  on  the 
general  trends  which  show  evidence  of  becoming  hazards  to  health,  either 
imw  or  in  the  future. 

This  has  been  the  second  year  of  intense  planning  activity  for  the 
expansion  of  the  town.  No  actual  building  was  started,  but  preparations 
continued  apace,  and  the  new  era  for  the  town  is  awaited  with  a confident 
anticipation.  The  co-operation  and  cordiality  which  exists  between  the 
planning  authorities,  the  town,  Birmingham  Corporation  and  the  North- 
amptonshire County  Council  augers  well  for  the  future,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  citizens  of  the  new  town  will  impart  to  their  community, 
a like  spirit. 

The  swimming  pool  has  had  a good  third  year  and  continues  to 
provide  a very  useful  amenity  to  the  town  and  surrounding  district.  Large 
numbers  of  children  have  now  learned  to  swim,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  incidence  of  deaths  from  drowning  will  fall  in  consequence.  This 
year  it  is  pleasing  to  record  no  such  deaths. 

The  population  increase  this  year  was  from  6,060  to  6,130.  The 
Birth  Rate  at  101  remained  steady,  showing  a decline  of  two  births  on 
last  year’s  figure  of  103.  The  Crude  Rate  being  16.48  (S.R.  15.0)  compared 
with  the  national  figure  of  18.4. 

There  were  91  deaths,  an  increase  of  18  on  last  year,  and  giving  a 
Crude  Rate  of  14.84  (S.R.  9.6)  well  below  the  national  average  of  11.3. 
Once  again,  the  preponderance  of  deaths  are  from  the  cancers  and  diseases 
of  the  heart  and  circulation,  which  are  more  common  in  the  elderly. 

There  was  a considerable  fall  in  the  notification  of  infectious  diseases 
and  we  can  record  a very  low  incidence.  This  is  largely  due  to  the  small 
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number  of  measles  notified  which  is  following  its  usual  biennial  incidence. 
There  was  a total  of  only  10  notifications  of  which  five  were  for  measles, 
as  compared  with  207  last  year  (158  measles).  Sonne  dysentery  which 
is  usually  mildly  endemic  in  the  town  was  in  decline  with  only  one 
notified  case,  and  there  was  also  one  case  of  food  poisoning.  Infective 
hepatitis  remained  locally  notifiable,  but  there  were  no  cases. 

Once  again,  the  County  Medical  Officer  will  not  be  providing  im- 
munisation and  vaccination  statistics  relating  to  individual  districts,  but 
will  give  the  figures  for  the  county  as  a whole.  I am  unable,  therefore, 
to  comment  on  the  public  response  to  these  very  necessary  procedures 
in  Daventry  this  year.  However,  in  the  past,  the  figures  for  the  town  have 
always  been  very  high,  proving  to  be  practically  one  hundred  per  cent. 
There  have  been  no  notifications  for  whooping  cough  and  it  is  very  prob- 
able that  the  high  immunisation  rate  for  this  disease  is  the  reason  for  this 
sarisfactory  state  and  one  may  conclude  that  the  past  excellent  response 
to  immunisation  continues.  1 should,  therefore,  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  the  pfiblic,  the  nursing  staffs  and  medical  practitioners  for  their 
cc-operation  and  good  work.  To  the  latter  1 continue  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  the  high  standard  of  medical  care  which  they  give  to 
the  town  and  for  the  ready  co-operation  which  the  Health  Department 
always  receives  from  them. 

The  numbers  of  elderly  residents  continues  to  rise.  Their  needs  must, 
therefore,  play  an  increasing  part  in  the  work  of  the  health,  welfare  and 
voluntary  services.  The  latter  have  this  year  made  a prominent  effort 
in  this  field.  In  order  to  co-ordinate  that  activities  of  the  various 
organisations,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  reform  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Committee,  which  had  been  abeyance  for  15  years.  Full  details  of  the 
activities  of  this  Committee  are  given  in  the  section  for  old  people, 
together  with  the  work  of  other  voluntary  organisations.  I would  once 
again  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  valuable  work  to  the  com- 
munity which  is  provided  by  these  services,  and  to  thank  those  members 
who  gave  so  regularly  and  generously  to  this  good  cause. 

The  eradication  of  those  unfit  properties  still  remaining,  continued. 
The  use  of  the  many  sites  left  after  slum  clearance  required  solution,  and 
I he  envisaged  central  area  development  at  this  time  will  ensure  suitable 
buildings  on  these  vacant  areas. 

The  erection  of  20  bungalows  for  the  elderly  was  started  and  was  of 
assistance  in  overcoming  the  shortage  of  this  type  of  accommodation  on 
the  Council’s  estate.  Sixty-three  privately  owned  dwellings  were  com- 
pleted. This  high  rate  of  building  is  a great  contribution  to  the  housing 
shortage. 

The  water  continues  to  be  supplied  by  the  Mid-Northamptonshire 
Water  Board  and  the  needs  of  the  town  were  adequately  met  throughout 
the  year. 
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The  present  sewage  works,  designed  to  deal  with  a population  of 
6,000  are  now  overloaded.  Considerable  attention  has,  however,  been 
given  by  the  Council  and  its  Officials  to  this  subject  and  an  outline  scheme 
for  a complete  new  sewage  works  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government.  This  is  required  to  meet  the  needs 
in  connection  with  the  overspill  scheme  planned  to  raise  the  population 
to  36,000  by  the  year  1981. 

Constant  vigilance  continues  to  be  necessary  in  the  control  of  infecti- 
ous disease,  the  supervision  of  shops,  offices,  factories,  atmosphere  pollu- 
tion and  particularly  in  the  sale  and  preparation  of  food.  The  Aberdeen 
typhoid  outbreak  caused  by  infected  corned  beef,  occurred  in  the  summer 
of  last  year  and  once  again,  the  necessity  for  the  strictest  hygiene  in  the 
handling  of  food  was  highlighted.  In  this  area,  all  the  cans  from  the 
infected  batch  were  traced  and  withdrawn  from  sale  to  the  public.  It  is 
opportune  to  remind  all  people  who  handle  food  to  adopt  the  strictest 
personal  cleanliness,  as  a number  of  diseases  may  be  transmitted  if  they 
are  lax  in  their  habits. 

With  the  prospect  of  a new  town,  further  excellent  environmental 
control  of  health  can  be  expected.  There  are,  how^ever,  certain  adverse 
signs,  relating  to  the  general  pattern  of  life  at  the  present  time,  that 
merit  some  comment.  While  the  rigours  of  the  past  decline  and  benefits 
increase,  new  sources  of  human  misery  are  appearing  to  emerge  as  a 
result  of  these  benefits.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as  an  observer 
of  incipiently  harmful  trends  has.  therefore,  this  duty  to  remind  indivi- 
duals that  future  positive  good  health  will  be  less  in  control  of  the 
environment  and  more  on  individual  action. 

Each  year  the  number  of  people  who  die  from  cancer  of  the  lung 
rises.  In  1929  there  were  2,751  cases,  in  1939  6,214  cases  and  in  1963 
24,434  cases.  It  is  indisputably  proved  that  heavy  cigarette  smoking  and 
lung  cancer  are  related.  Few  people  are  now  unaware  of  the  facts.  Yet 
each  year,  thousands  of  young  people  start  to  smoke.  Parents  and  those 
in  contact  with  children  should  both  warn  and  set  an  example  not  to 
smoke. 

Increas'ing  transport  and  personal  ownership  of  motors,  combined 
with  sedentary  amusements  such  as  television,  have  lessened  t'ne  need 
for  physical  effort.  The  consumption  of  food  necessary  to  produce  energy 
for  this  effort  has  not  declined  and  the  food  itself  is  in  fact  of  a much 
more  highly  refined  and  high  calorie  nature.  The  calorie  intake,  therefore, 
of  the  majority  is  much  greater  than  the  energy  output,  and  is  producing 
a higher  incidence  of  early  degenerative  disease,  and  manifesting  itself 
not  only  in  the  obvious  conditions  of  obesity  and  dental  decay,  but  later 
as  strokes,  coronary  heart  disease  and  diabetes.  Young  people  need  en- 
couragement to  be  active  in  physical  enterprises  and  sport  and  should 
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consume  less  sweets,  ice-creams  and  other  starchy  foods.  A large  intake 
of  food  should  be  compensated  for  by  an  equal  output  of  physical  energy, 
and*  adults  are  recommended  to  take  regular  exercise.  On  later  pages  of 
the  report,  I make  my  annual  suggestions  for  such  activities. 

The  incidence  of  mental  illness  shows  no  decline  and  as  well  as  the 
psychoses  and  neuroses,  other  manifestations  of  mental  instability  are 
still  all  too  evident,  as  observed  in  the  present  high  divorce  and  illegiti- 
macy rates,  crime,  delinquency  and  cruelty  to  children.  It  is  perplexing  to 
realise  that  in  more  primitive  societies  there  is  less  mental  illness  than 
in  our  own  highly  developed  communities. 

The  high  accident  rate,  both  in  the  home  and  on  the  roads  continues 
unabated.  A home  accident  is  nearly  always  preventable.  Those  affected 
are  largely  either  young  children  or  the  elderly. 

Road  accidents  are  an  indication  of  the  mental  maturity  of  the 
drivers  of  motor  vehicles.  The  modern  roads  are  replacing  the  ancient 
battlefields,  though  their  toll  is  more  indiscriminate,  and  the  warriors 
behind  the  wheel  are  not  versed  in  the  ethics  of  chivalry.  The  town  is 
fortunate  in  that  no  citizen  died  last  year  as  a result  of  a motor  accident. 

I wish  to  express  my  continued  thanks  to  Mr.  Schofield,  the  Public 
Health  Inspector  for  his  diligent  work  throughouit  the  year,  to  those  who 
have  contributed  to  the  compilation  of  this  report,  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  help  and  encouragement 
and  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  ready  co-operation 
in  the  supplying  of  information. 


August,  1965 


JOAN  M.  ST.  V.  DAWKINS 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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HOHOIJGH  OF  DAVKNTHY 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee: 

Councillor  T.  R.  Webb  (Chairman) 

Alderman  L.  B.  Butcher  (Vice-Chairman) 

Aldermen  W.  G.  S.  Edwards.  G.  Williams 
Councillors  F.  C.  Horne.  R.  F Sharp,  D.  C.  Tooby,  L.  E.  Whitmee 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Borough  of  Daventry: 

Joan  M.  St.  V,  Dawkins,  M.B.B.S..  D.P.H..  D.C.H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Also  holds  the  appointment  of 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Daventry  Rural  Distriot  Counol 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Brixworth  Rural  District  Council 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
County  School  Medical  Officer 


G.  N.  Schofield.  R.S.I.J.B.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health  Inspector 
Certified  In.spector  of  Meat  and  Foods 
Shops  Act  Inspector 
Petroleum  Officer 


SUMMARY  OF.VfTAL  STATISTICS  1964 

Area  (in  acres)  3,633;  Population  6,130;  Nuiinber  of  separate  dwellings 
ocupied  1,989;  Rateable  value  1964  (April)  £276,581;  Product  of  a penny 

rate  £1,155 


LIVE  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population) 

Rate  foT 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  England  & Wales 

Legitimate  51 

48 

99 

Illegitimate  2 

- - 

2 

53 

48 

lOL 

16.48  18.4 

(S.R.  15.0) 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  (Per  cent  of  total  live  births) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate 

2 

— 

2 

2.0 

STILL  BIRTHS  (Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Rate  for 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  England  & Wales 

1 

2 

3 

30.0  16.3 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

Total 

54 

50 

104 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

— 

I 

1 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  (Rate  per  1,000  live  births) 

Rate  for 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  England  & W'aies 

Legitimate  — 

1 

1 

10.0  20.0 

Illegitimate  — • 

— 

— 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1.000  live 

births) 

Rate  for 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Rate  England  & Wales 

— 

1 

1 

10.0  13.8 

EARLY  NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1 week  per 
1,000  live  births) 

Male  Female  Total  Rate 

— 1 1 10.0 

PERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1 week 

combined  per  1.000  live  and  still  births) 

Male  Female  Total  Rate 

1 3 4 38.5 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (Including  abortion)  Nil  0.25 


DEATHS  (All  causes) 

Rate  foT 

Male  Female  Total  Rate  England  & Wales 
38  53  91  14.84  11.3 

(S.R.  9.6) 


6 


o 


C 

Z 

5 

a 


u; 


u 

Li. 


i I 
O I 


ai 


lA 

AI 


^ Si  ti 

« ^ JS  ri 

■f  C >. 

'»■  « 

a 

“ 4» 

OJ 

3t 


1 

D 


- 

2=3  S 
o 


I "■  I n I 


<NrArAAAr-i  looiAitNi— ii— ilN  |r^ 


fN  T I I <N-<T  I — ' I I r<l-<  1 I — 1 ^ 


^ (N 


1 I 


I I 


I I 


I I I 


I ! I f I M I I I I 


I I I I I ! : M 1 ' 


f M I I I I I 1 I I 


Mill 


I 1 


I I- 


I I 


rA  I I -H  PA 
<N  PA 


o c 


I I I 


I PArj ' 


Tf  r^. 


<N  ‘ 


t 


OC  r*\ 
lA 


H 

XJ 

a 

ts3 

a 


JZ 

o 

« 

B 

o 


CO 

3 

O 

c 

o 

u. 

X) 


00 

c 

D 


c/) 

0^ 


• CO 

' s 

(O 

-5 
. o. 

• o 

• (U 

c 


C3 

CO 

3 a 

E 

>. 


lU 


E 

a> 

CO 

to 

CO 

3 

O 

> 


Q 

X) 

3 ^ 

.2 

a> 

Ui 

► 

-T3 

c 

'n 

o 

E 

E 

S " 
*3.  c 

E 

« 

3 

U 

X 

UJ 

CO 

CO 

J2 

a 

J2 

'a 

to 

j5 

Q. 

0 

CO 

D 

< 

0 

0) 

O 

(U 

O 

a> 

0 03 

c 

03 

o 

u 

c 

c 

c 

C W5 

S 

tJ 

4-J 

i-i 

4-> 

eg 

c 

c 

c 

S E 

U 

eg 

C3 

03 

E 

eg 

C 

-2f 

C 

-2f 

C 

OO 

3 

U 

"a 

P3  -5 

:so 

3 

4> 

J 

to 

eg 

> 

1 

Al 

PA  "I" 

LA 

•— 

crs 

C 

'do 

c 

s 

oj 


a 

c 

o 

t_ 

6 

U 


O) 

(O 

(U 


a; 

x: 


S .S2 


c 

o 

*to 

c 

(U 

t-. 

<L) 

a 

>» 


03 

(U 

x: 


a> 

x: 


0^ 

CO 

03 

a> 

to 


>s 

O 


3 

O 

u 


a> 

x: 


O 0 


cd 

N 

c 

<u 

3 

(C 

c 


2 

*c 

o 

6 

3 

(U 

c 

CL 


x: 

o 

c 

o 

u 

CQ 


to 

(U 

(O 

0) 

CO 

-S 

•a 

<D 

c 

cC 

0) 

•? 


~a 

c 

rt 

TJ 

4) 

C 

iC 

O) 

T3 

4) 

x: 


c 

IL> 

■a 

‘o 

o 

nj 


4> 


6 < 


CO 

UJ 

C/) 

< 

O 

hJ 

< 

hJ 

< 

H 


os  O 
^ AJ 


^ <N 
AJ  AJ 


rA 

A| 


A1 


Al 


rt- 

rA 


/ 


SUMVIARV  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  OVER  PREVIOLS 

5 YEARS 


Year 

Estimated 

1960 

5600 

1961 

5820 

1962 

5980 

t963 

6060 

1964 

6130 

Births 


No. 

Crude 

138 

Rate 

24.6 

127 

21  8 

112 

18.7 

103 

17.0 

101 

16.48 

{S.R.  15.0) 


Deaths 


Under  ^ 

1 year 

No. 

Rate 

4 

29.0 

2 

17.8 

1 

9.7 

1 

10.0 

All 

ages 

No. 

Rate 

76 

13.6 

86 

14.7 

102 

17.05 

73 

12.04 

91 

14.84 
(S.R.  9.6) 
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SECTION  A 


NATIIHAI.  AINI)  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


AREA 

The  acreage  of  the  town  is  3,633  and  the  population  is  now  6,130. 
Daventry  received  its  Charter  as  a Borough  from  Queen  Elizabeth 
I in  1576,  and  is,  therefore,  one  O'f  the  Ancient  Boroughs.  During  the  16th 
and  17th  centuries  it  became  a busy  coaching  centre.  The  coaching  trade 
provided  the  main  industry  cf  whip  making.  With  the  disappearance  of 
the  coach,  employment  came  from  the  boot  and  shoe  industry,  augmented 
later  by  the  B.B.C.  transmitting  station  at  Borough  Hill. 

During  this  period  the  character  of  Daventry  changed  little,  with  its 
wide  rural  boundaries  and  its  central  rather  cramped  area.  However,  since 
1953-54  when  the  large  tapered  roller  bearing  factory  of  British  Timken 
was  established  to  the  north  of  the  town,  the  population  has  steadily 
increased  and  the  character  of  the  town  is  changing.  The  old  town 
remains,  but  virtually  a new  town  with  well  spaced  modern  dwellings 
has  been  built  in  the  north  and  south.  Now  with  the  decision  for  accept- 
ance as  an  overspill  town  for  people  from  Birmingham,  the  town’s  growth 
will  be  considerable  and  the  prospect  is  a stimulating  one. 

POPULATION 

The  estimated  mid-year  population,  calculated  by  the  Registar  General, 
w'as  6,130  representing  an  increase  of  170  on  the  1963  figure.  Natural 
increase,  excess  of  birth  over  deaths,  was  calculated  to  be  10. 

BIRTHS 

Live  births  numbered  101  giving  a rate  of  16.48  (S.R.  15.0)  per 
1.000  live  births.  The  national  rate  is  18.4. 

INFANT  DEATHS 

There  was  one  death.  This  was  in  a child  of  20  hours  with  sub-pleural 
and  interstitial  pulmonary  hajmorrhage. 

STILLBIRTHS 

There  were  three  stillbirths. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS 

Two  illegitimate  births  took  place  during  the  year,  three  less  than 
in  1963. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

DEATHS 

This  year,  as  for  the  previous  year,  the  Registrar  General  has  listed 
the  causes  of  death  in  groups  of  under  one  year,  then  in  quincades  to 
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15  and  thereafter  in  decades  to  75  and  over.  Male  and  female  deaths 
are  also  shown. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show  that  there  were  91  deaths  com- 
pared with  73  the  previous  year,  giving  a Crude  Rate  of  14.84  compared 
with  12.04  for  1963.  The  Standardised  Rate  was  9.6  compared  with  that 
for  England  and  Wales  of  11.3.  The  Standardised  Rate  is  calculated  from 
the  Registrar  General’s  comparativity  factor  (0.65)  which  makes  allow- 
ance for  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  population  in  different  areas, 
and  is  adjusted  specifically  to  take  into  account  any  residential  insititution 
in  the  district,  especially  of  the  aged,  which  applies  particularly  in  this 
area. 


The  trend  of  principal  causes  of  death  continues  towards  the  mainly 
degenerative  and  neoplastic  conditions,  and  away  from  infectious  diseases, 
now  largely  controlled  by  a wide  number  of  antibiotic  and  other  drugs. 
The  majority  of  deaths  are  also  in  the  age  group  of  65  and  over,  only 
17  deaths  occurring  under  that  age.  Of  these,  73  deaths  were  from  diseases 
of  heart  and  circulation,  or  cancer. 

The  town  has  been  foirtunate  in  that  no  resident  has  died  as  a result 
of  a road  accident;  though  this  satisfactory  state  is  not  reflected  generally 
and  deaths  as  a result  of  road  accidents  are  mounting  in  all  civilised 
countries.  In  addition,  thousands  are  crippled  every  year.  The  Penefit 
which  the  internal  combusition  engine  has  given  mankind  is  now  becoming 
a hazard.  Unless  a more  mature  mental  attitude  can  be  inculcated 
in  drivers,  the  toll  of  deaths  and  mutilated  will  rise  annually  aS  the 
numbers  of  vehicles  on  the  roads  increase.  The  angry,  careless,  selfish 
individual  when  driving  a motor,  can  be  a serious  menace,  and  the  great 
majority  of  acdidents  would  not  occur  if  each  driver  resolved  that  such 
failures  in  temperament  would  not  occur.  The  accident  rate  in  a society 
is  indeed  a gauge  of  its  mental  maturity. 

One  old  person  has  died  in  Daventry  during  the  year  as  a result  of 
a home  accident;  this  is  a low  incidence.  In  England  and  Wales,  however, 
over  7,000  people  died  from  this  cause,  and  no  doubt,  countless  thousands 
were  injured.  'Nearly  all  home  accidents  can  be  prevented  with  a little 
care  and  forethought.  Those  affected  are  usually  the  young  and  the  aged. 
Mothers  of  young  children  need  always  to  be  on  the  look-out  for  hazards, 
particularly  in  relation  to  burns  and  scalds,  accidental  poisoning  and 
electricity.  The  aged  have  the  problem  of  failure  of  sight,  hearing,  smell 
and  balance,  and  their  environment  needs  organising  to  combat  these 
deficiencies,  and  they  themselves  should  be  warned  of  the  potential  danger 
of  such  accidents. 

rrhe  great  majority  of  deaths  are  caused,  however,  by  the  degenera- 
rive  dliseases.  People  are  living  longer  and  the  diseases  of  old  age  are 
more  ev'ident.  However,  in  a prosperous,  well-fed  and  largely  sedentary 
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society  the  emergence  of  early  degenerative  disease  is  now  becoming 
significant.  The  consumpCion  of  highly  refined,  high  calorie  foods,  far 
removed  from  natural  diet,  together  with  a sedentary  life,  the  motor  car 
once  again  playing  an  insidious  and  evil  ,role,  when  even  leisure  may  be 
passively  spent,  is  causing  a definite  increase  in  the  early  incidence  of 
arterial  disease,  particularly  in  men.  The  high  incidence  of  diabetes  may 
also  be  related  to  this  cause.  In  the  endeavour  to  detect  the  aetiology  of 
the  diseases  of  civilisation  one  might  look  for  the  grosser  departure  of 
living  habits  from  the  natural  order  of  things.  The  concentration  of 
carbohydrate  has  recently  been  suggested  as  a possible  malefao'or  in  this 
respect,  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  carbohydrate  occurring  in 
nature  is  almost  always  blended  with  bulky  quantities  of  cellulose  and 
fibre.  So  far,  those  advising  on  diet  have  not  emphasised  the  need  for 
wholegrain  cereals  in  preference  to  refined  cereals.  It  has  been  found 
that  in  primitive  societies,  degenerative  disease,  obesity,  and  hypertension 
seldom  occur,  but  it  tney  become  urbanised  and  live  on  a western  jiet 
which  includes  white  bread,  fish  and  chips,  sweets  and  aerated  water,  a 
high  incidence  of  these  diseases  occurs. 

While  food  consumption  is  unlikely  to  decline  and  the  processing  and 
refining  of  diet  may  further  increase,  it  becomes  more  necessary  to  stress 
the  need  for  physical  exercise.  This  was  once  imposed  by  necessity  and 
needs  now  to  become  a major  leisure  activity  and  as  such  should  be  pleasur- 
able. The  bodily  well-being  engendered  by  exercise  should  be  a further 
incentive.  A daily  vigorous  walk,  particularly  if  imposed  by  an  eager 
canine  friend,  as  then  its  regularity  is  ensured,  is  a happy  activity  for 
all  ages.  Parents  should  endeavour  to  join  their  children  in  their  pursuits 
such  as  cycling,  swimming,  tennis,  cricket,  rounders  and  ping-pong.  Even 
the  skipping  rope  could  play  its  part  after  some  initial  training.  Dancing 
is  another  communal,  all  season  form  of  healthy  exercise.  To  men,  I would 
suggest  that  when  practicable,  the  car  should  be  left  and  walking  substi- 
tuted: those  who  are  over-weight  should  take  more  exercise  as  well  as 
eating  less  food.  Regular  habits  are  always  the  most  beneficial  however, 
and  the  gardener  and  the  golfer  have  the  ideal  pursuit  that  can  provide 
both  interest  and  physical  exertion.  Those  who  have  been  long  inactive 
should  commence  with  moderate  exercise,  making  gradual  increases  as 
weight  declines  and  prowess  grows. 

Finally,  there  are  the  deaths,  the  cause  of  which  yet  evade  us.  These 
are  largely  in  the  group  of  cancers.  There  remains  one  condition,  that 
of  cancer  of  the  lung,  which  has  been  proved  to  have  a relationship  with 
cigarette  smoking.  Last  year,  24,442,  a further  increase  of  a 1,000  people, 
died  as  a result  of  such  cancer,  two  were  from  this  district.  Yet  cigarette 
smoking  declines  little.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  parent,  teacher  and  those 
who  influence  the  young  to  see  that  each  succeeding  generation  of  young 
people  are  aware  of  the  hazards  that  await  them  when  they  start  regular 
smoking. 
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SECTION  B 


(.ENEHAL  PROVISIONS  OE  HEALTH  SERVICE 

LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Ertiergenicy  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  is  available  for 
work  in  connection  with  the  diagnosis  and  control  of  infectious  diseases. 
It  is  situated  adjacent  to  Northampton  General  Hospital.  The  co-o'peration 
and  able  service  which  is  always  provided  is  greatly  appreciated. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

General  medical,  surgical  and  infectious  disease  cases  are  m.oved  by 
units  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Bridage,  acting  as  agents  for  the  County 
Council, 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS 

An  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in  Daventry  on  the  first  and  third 
Friday  of  each  month  at  the  Foundary  Hall. 

A iMo'bile  Dental  Clinic  visits  the  schools  peTiodicall\'. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  treated  at  Creaton  or  Rushden 
hospitals. 

The  Tuberculosis  After-Care  Committee  continued  to  serve  both 
the  Borough  and  the  surrounding  Rural  District. 

Since  August  1955  a chest  clinic  service  has  been  instituted  at  fort- 
nightly intervals  at  the  Danetre  Hospital,  and  continues  to  be  of  great 
service  to  local  patients. 

NURSING  AT  HOME 

Health  Visitors,  District  Nurses  and  Midwives  are  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  The  Services  of  a permanent  full-time  Health  Visitor, 
in  the  town  is  much  appreciated. 

HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

This  service  is  also  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  is  of 
particular  value  both  in  illness,  domiciliary  maternity  cases  and  for  old 
people  who  may.  with  the  assistance  of  a home  help,  remain  at  home 
rather  than  be  sent  to  an  institution. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICE 

All  infectious  disease  cases,  excepting  only  tuberculosis  sufferers, 
are  treated  at  Harborough  Road  Isolation  Hospital.  Northampton,  while 
general  medical  and  surgical  cases  receive  treatment  at  Danetre  Hospital. 
Northampton  General  Hospital  or  Hospital  of  St.  Cross,  Rugby. 

12 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1947  Section  47  (Amendment  1951) 

No  action  was  necessary  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  though  a 
number  of  old  people  were  visited  in  their  homes.  In  some  cases  hospital 
admission  was  arranged  and  accepted  voluntarily  withouit  having  recourse 
to  Section  47. 

SERVICES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

The  following  provide  services  for  old  people: — 

1.  The  National  Health  Service 

(a)  General  Practitioner 

(b)  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services  including  the  Almoner 
Service. 

2.  The  County  Council 

(a)  The  Health  Department 

1.  District  Nurses 

2.  Health  Visitors 

3.  Home  Helps 

4.  Chiropody  Service 

5.  Certain  home  equipment  where  necessary 

(b)  The  Welfare  Department 

1.  Part  III  accommodation  and  homes 

2.  Special  services  for  blind,  etc.,  and  home  fittings  where 
necessary. 

3.  The  National  Assistance  Board 
Financial  help  where  necessary 

4.  The  Borough  Council 

Homes  for  the  aged,  including  bungalows  and  flats. 

5.  Voluntary  Organisations 

These  are  particularly  active  in  this  area,  and  provide  many 
services  which  include  Meals  on  Wheels.  Darby  & Joan  Clubs, 
chiropody,  home  visiting  and  holiday  schemes.  A report  on  the 
activities  of  the  voluntary  services  follows:  — 


DARBY  & JOAN  CLUB 

VVe  thank  Mrs.  M.  Edwards  for  the  following  information:  — 

Club  meetings  are  held  each  Friday  afternoon  and  these  take  the 
form  of  a social  meeting  when  games,  etc.,  are  played  and  afterwards 
a tea  is  provided  by  four  W.V.S.  helpers  who  give  the  food  free  of  charge. 
There  is  a charge  of  4d.  for  each  person  attending  and  this  covers  the 
milk  and  tea:  also  each  member  pays  a Id.  per  week  subscription.  Outings 
are  held  four  times  a year  and  In  addition  there  are  several  parties  given 
for  the  old  people.  These  are  very  well  attended.  A party  is  given  by  the 
W.V.S.,  the  Mayor,  the  Daventry  and  District  Prize  Silver  Band  and 
occasionally  by  one  or  two  private  people.  Outside  activities  include  visits 
to  other  club.c  in  the  surrounding  district  and  in  addition  an  annual 
garden  party  is  held  when  other  clubs  are  sometimes  entertained.  The 
expenses  for  the  outings  comes  out  of  funds,  and  here  the  excellent 
donations  received  makes  this  possible. 

The  W.V.S.  also  runs  a Chiropody  Service  and  the  cost  of  this  is 
supplemented  by  the  County  Welfare  Department.  Changes  have  now  been 
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made  whereby  the  Chiropodist  now  visits  the  homes  of  elderly  persons 
instead  of  attending  the  Club  Meetings.  This  new  arrangememt  has  worked 
very  well  as  it  was  found  that  persons  requiring  attention  could  not 
always  be  present  at  the  meetings  and  for  obvious  reasons  this  d'id  not 
make  for  the  best  use  of  the  service. 

Thirty  members  spent  a week’s  holiday  in  St.  Annes.  This  we 
organised  ourselves  as  a bhange  from  Clacton. 

Two  evening  outings  have  been  enjoyed  for  the  first  time,  and  we 
have  arranged  two  theatre  parties. 

The  menfolk  have  started  a small  bowling  section  in  an  afternoon, 
wibich  they  seem  to  enjoy  very  much.  We  hope  to  get  up  a ladies  team 
later  to  bowl  against  them. 

Our  m°mbership  remains  about  the  same,  we  lose  one  or  two  members 
by  illness  or  death,  but  always  others  come  along  to  make  up  the  numbers. 

We  are  finding  things  a little  harder  this  year  as  our  rent  has  been 
doubled,  so  we  have  to  count  our  pennies  a little  rnore  before  we  spend. 

The  following  members  of  the  W.V.S.  are  in  charge: — 

W.V.S.  Centre  Organiser:  Mrs.  L.  F.  Jones 

Club  Leader:  Mrs.  M.  Edwards 

Treasurer:  Mrs.  J.  H.  Issott 

Thanks  are  expressed  to  ladies  of  this  organisation,  who  by  their 
service,  do  so  much  to  help  the  old  people. 


MEALS  ON  WHEELS  SERVICE 

This  service  was  first  started  in  Daventry  three  years  ago  by  the 
W.V.S.  and  has  continued  since  that  time.  Meals  are  delivered  twice  a 
week  to  old  folks  at  their  homes  and  both  the  Borough  Council  and 
County  Council  make  a payment  towards  part  of  the  cost  of  this  service. 
During  this  t'me.  the  service  has  become  firmly  established  and  the 
number  of  dinners  supplied  has  risen  from  6 to  15  per  delivery;  the 
maximum  which  can  be  catered  for.  Difficulties  have  arisen  in  finding 
persons  to  operate  this  increased  delivery,  while  at  the  same  time,  requests 
have  been  received  by  the  W.V.S.  to  supply  more  persons  with  meals. 


DAVENTRY  OLD  PEOPLES  WELFARE  COMMITTEEE 

The  Committee  was  reformed  after  a lapse  of  15  years.  A number 
of  voluntary  organisations  were  contributing  in  various  ways  towards 
the  welfare  of  the  aged.  It  was  felt  that  it  would  be  wise  to  co-ordinate 
these  excellent  efforts  so  that  there  would  be  no  overlap  of  services,  and 
further,  that  the  needs  of  the  elderly  should  be  fully  explored.  Accordingly, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  Councillor  T.  R.  Webb,  called  representative  members  of  all 
the  organisations  together  with  various  officials,  on  June  15th.  1964.  At 
this  prelimmary  meeting,  reports  were  given  by  officials,  the  activities 
of  the  various  voluntary  organisations  were  discussed  and  a Committee 
was  formed 

The  first  full  meeting  of  the  Committee  took  place  on  July  20th  with 
24  members  present,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Councillor  Webb,  and 
supported  bv  the  presence  of  the  Mayor.  The  Committee  now  meets 
regularlv  and  numerous  activities  of  great  benefit  to  the  elderly  have  been 
organised.  A Sub-’Committee  on  the  Prevention  of  Home  Accidents  has 
also  been  formed. 
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SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 


WATER  SUPPLY 

The  town  received  a very  satisfactory  supply  of  water  throughout 
the  year  and  no  shortage  occurred.  The  w’ater  was  sampled  each  month 
by  the  staff  of  the  Mid-Northamptonshire  Water  Board,  under  whose 
control  fhis  service  operates.  Laboratory  results  obtained  showed  the 
water  to  be  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of  a satisfactory  standard 
of  bacterial  purity,  indicative  of  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes.  The  source  of  the  water  was  the  new  Pitsford  reservoir 
situated  in  pleasant  countryside  approximately  four  miles  from  North- 
ampton. The  water  is  pumped  some  12  miles  to  Daventry  to  the  Borough 
Hill  storage  reservoir  which  holds  1,500,000  gallons  when  full  to  capacity. 
The  high  level  of  this  local  storage  reservoir  makes  for  a very  good  water 
pressure  throughout  the  town. 

The  water  authorities  consider  their  present  supplies  of  water  are 
adequate  to  serve  the  growing  needs  of  the  town  for  the  next  few  years 
and  it  is  reassuring  to  learn  this,  with  the  large  expansion  of  the  town 
now  about  to  take  place. 

The  water  continues  to  be  moderately  hard,  being  measured  at  120 
parts  per  million  degrees  hardness  and  was  free  from  plumbo-solvent 
action.  Slight  traces  or  iron  were  also  found  in  the  water  and  this  was 
due  to  the  presence  of  ironstone  in  the  ground  through  which  the  water 
filters. 

The  Water  Board  carried  out  further  works  to  extend  water  mains 
on  new  housing  estates  being  built  within  the  Borough.  Apart  from  a few 
isolated  farms  which  have  their  own  spring  or  well  supplies,  all  dwellings 
enjoy  a main  piped  supply. 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Terminal  disinfection  is  still  practised  in  serious  cases. 

Although  there  are  more  insecticides  on  the  market  than  ever 
before,  a considerable  number  of  requests  are  made  each  year,  for 
advice  on  treating  various  insect  infestations  in  domestic  premises. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

This  subject,  so  necessary  to  the  health  and  well-being  of  the 
town’s  inhabitants  is  receiving  considerable  attention  from  the  Council 
and  its  officials.  Before  the  first  turf  can  be  cut  to  make  way  for  sub- 
stantial development,  there  must  be  adequate  sewers  and  disposal  works 
already  in  existance.  The  expansion  of  the  Town  with  residential  and 
industrial  sites  is  therefore  governed  by  the  need  to  provide  sewer 
availability  and  means  of  treatment  for  the  increased  flows  of  etfluent 
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which  wCll  result  from  the  increase  in  population  from  6,000  to  10,000 
during  the  next  five  years. 

In  1959  the  new  sewage  works  were  completed  to  serve  a popula- 
tion of  6,000  but  this  figure  has  now  been  exceedeu  'ereby  causing 
some  overloading  of  the  treatment  plant  at  the  present  time.  To  deai 
with  this  difficult  situation,  the  Borough  Surveyor  in  conjunction  with 
the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  has  introduced  a temporary  means 
of  re-circulation  of  the  final  effluent  to  give  a better  discharge  to  the 
Canal  Reservoir  situated  along  Welton  Road.  During  the  year,  an  inci- 
dent arose  from  a polluting  discharge  of  chromic  acid  at  the  sewage 
works.  This  was  traced  to  one  of  the  factories  and  a warning  was 
issued  to  the  firm. 

Of  the  future  expansion  of  Daventry  a report  was  prepared  and 
submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  showing 
outline  proposals  for  a new  sewage  wmrks.  These  works  are  to  be 
built  to  the  north-east  of  the  town  outside  the  Borough  boundary  and 
will  be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  industrial  and  domestic  waste  from 
a population  of  36,000  by  the  year  1981.  This  report  also  makes  re- 
ference to  new  lengths  of  foul  and  surface  water  .sewers  w'hich  arc 
required  in  the  development  programme. 

Following  this  report,  the'  Ministry  was  supplied  with  detailed  plans 
and  sections  of  the  sewers  and  of  temporary  extensions  necessitated 
at  the  present  sewage  disposal  works,  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  “first 
five  years”  stage  of  the  overspill  programme  for  the  Borough.  Approval 
to  this  scheme  was  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

A great  measure  of  planned  and  co-ordinated  effort  is  indicated 
by  all  concerned  on  this  project.  Because  of  the  urgency,  I am  glad 
to  report  that  the  Minister  has  approved  the  proposals  w-ith  the  mini- 
mum of  delay. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Free  treatment  is  now  available  against  rodent  infestations  in  dwel- 
ling houses.  A charge  is,  however,  made  in  respect  of  works  under- 
taken at  business  premises.  The  number  of  cases  of  trouble  reported 
remained  similar  to  that  of  the  past  few  years,  and  complaints  were 
promptly  dealt  with. 

The  treatment  is  in  the  hands  of  a trained  operative  (Mr.  \V. 
Lllard)  while  surveys  and  supervision  of  poisons,  gassing,  records  of 
itreatnaent,  etc.,  remains  with  ybur  Inspecitor.  There  has  been  an 
increase  in  contract  work  at  factories  and  other  business  premises  and 
this  requires  more  of  the  operator’s  time  than  hitherto,  to  give)  a satis- 
factory service. 

Sewers  are  baited  once  yearly  and  last  year  were  free  from  any 
serious  infestation.  The  sewage  works  and  tip  were  under  continuous 
treatment  thereby  making  it  possible  to  keep  down  to  a minimum,  the 
number  of  rats  at  these  sites. 


16 


The  following  is  a summary  of  infestations  treated  during  the  year: 

No.  of 
Treatments 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  62 

Business  Premises  ...  ...  6 

Local  Authority  ...  ...  4 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  made  from  all  dwellings  and 
this  service  was  maintained  despite  labour  shortage  problems.  In  order 
to  remove  the  difficulty,  the  Council  has  now  introduced  a bonus 
scheme  for  the  collectors,  and  this  scheme  has  worked  well  during 
the  year.  A modern  rear-loading  type  of  vehicle  is  used  daily  for 
collection  and  this  assists  in  preventing  nuisance  arising  from  dust 
and  paper  being  blown  about  when  bins  are  emptied.  The  refuse  was 
disposed  at  the  Dodford  Road  Tip,  conveniently  sited,  approximately 
three  miles  from  the  town. 

The  tip  surface  was  sprayed  regularly  during  the  summer  to  pre- 
vent fly  breeding  and  special  attention  given  to  infestation  by  rodents. 

The  Council  has  now  issued  120  dustbins  to  occupiers  of  dwel- 
ling houses  under  the  Municipal  Dustbin  Scheme  and  an  annual  charge 
of  7s.  6d.  is  made  for  each  bin  supplied.  This  scheme  has  been  of 
assistance  in  obtaining  proper  refuse  receptacles  for  every  house. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  gave  consideration  to  the  use  of 
paper  sacks  in  lieu  of  metal  dustbins.  These  were  reported  to  be  in 
use  by  a number  of  authorities  and  from  information  received,  it 
appears  more  costly  to  operate  such  a scheme  although  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  it  does  make  for  the  ultimate  clean  method  of  refuse 
collection. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

No  premises  were  registered  for  this  purpose  during  the  year. 
MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Five  individual  caravans  were  licensed  by  the  Borough  Council 
during  the  year.  Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  the  sites  where 
the  caravans  were  kept  and  the  living  conditions  of  the  occupants 
were  good  throughout.  One  site  was  discontinued  towards  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  land  having  been  sold  for  building  purposes. 

PETROLEUM  REGULATION  ACTS  1928-1936 

Licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  authorising  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  at  23  premises  within  the  Borough.  The  safety  con- 
ditions obtained  at  most  of  these  licenced  stores  were  good,  this  being 
mainly  due  to  the  number  of  filling  stations  and  garages  where  new 
tanks  and  pumps  have  been  installed  in  recent  years. 

The  haphazard  installation  of  tanks  within  buildings  is  no  longer 
permitted  although  some  of  the  old  tanks  are  still  in  use  in  the  town's 
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central  area;  these  are  required  to  be  tested  every  five  years  for  obvious 
safety  reasons.  No  accident  or  mishap  was  recorded  during  the  year, 
yet  the  slightest  amount  of  carelessness  can  result  in  danger  from 
explosion  or  fire  and  this  must  always  be  borne  in  mind  by  persons 
concerned  with  the  handling  and  storage  of  this  substance. 

The  Borough  Council  is  a member  of  the  Midlands  Petroleum  Acts 
Administration  Group.  During  the  year,  this  organisation  issued  its 
own  code  of  practice  and  rhis  lays  down  a uniform  set  of  requirements 
covering  different  sites  where  petroleum  is  stored. 

One  existing  filling  station  was  completely  re-built  during  the  year 
and  an  additional  licence  wasi  granted  for  storage  of  petroleum  mixtures 
at  a factory  in  a suitable  metal  store. 

PUBLIC  SWIMMING  POOL 

The  open-air  swimming  pool  is  an  amenity  of  great  popularity 
during  the  summer  months,  and  in  warmer  weather  is  used  by  over  a 
thousand  people  daily.  Numbers  of  spectators  also  attend.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  over  seventy-five  per  cent  of  schoolchildren  in  the  town 
and  surrounding  district  can  now  swim,  and  this  fine  record  is  a ere  Jit 
to  those  persons  who  served  on  the  Daventry  and  District  Swimming 
Pool  Association  in  the  early  days,  to  make  this  a reality.  This  orga- 
nisation has  collected  over  £31,000  during  the  past  seven  years  towards 
the  cost  of  £42,000  for  the  construction  of  the  pool. 

Regular  samples  of  the  water  were  taken  and  the  laboratoiy  results 
showed  that  the  water  was  of  a high  standard  of  clarity  and  bacterial 
purity. 
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SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

The  Borough  Council  recommenced  its  building  programme  after 
a lapse  of  two  years,  with  the  erection  of  20  bungalows  for  aged  persons. 
This  was  a very  important  feature  of  housing,  as  the  waiting  list  for 
this  type  of  accommodation  has  increased  over  all  other  requirements, 
and  a total  of  66  applications  had  been  registered.  Fourteen  of  the 
bungalows  were  completed  during  the  vear  and  these  were  occupied  by 
the  most  urgent  cases:  the  remaining  six  being  in  an  advanced  stage 
of  construction. 

By  the  transfer  of  a number  of  elderly  tenants  from  larger  houses 
to  the  new  bungalows,  several  units  of  accommodation  became  avail- 
able  for  re-letting  to  younger  families  on  the  housing  list.  This  proves 
what  a great  advantage  there  is  to  be  gained  in  building  suitably  sized 
dwellings  for  elderly  persons,  especially  at  a time  when  this  age  group 
is  increasing  in  the  population,  and  therefore,  merits  special  considera- 
tion. 

Under  the  expansion  scheme,  it  is  likely  that  1,000  dwellings  will 
be  built  in  Daventry  within  the  next  five  years,  for  housing  families 
coming  from  Birmingham.  It  was  anticipated  that  construction  of  the 
first  phase,  consisting  of  83  houses  would  begin  in  early  196'>.  The 

Borough  Council  has  built  275  houses  in  its  original  scheme  to  house 

% 

families  from  the  Birmingham  area,  for  the  new  British  Tinikcn  factory, 
built  in  1954. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  modernisation  of  pre-war 
Council  houses,  and  new  bathrooms,  indooi  toilets  and  hot  and  cold 
v-ater  supplies  have  been  provided. 

The  rate  of  private  development  outstripped  that  of  all  previous 
years  and  63  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed  and  occupied  and 
a further  57  were  in  the  process  of  being  built.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  owner  occupier  is  making  a considerable  contribution  to  the  hous- 
ing shortage  and  he  should,  therefore,  be  given  as  much  assistance 

as  possible,  especially  with  help  over  procuring  a site  for  building  his 
own  home  to  his  own  design.  The  Housing  Act,  1964,  made  provision 
for  the  establishment  of  Housing  Societies  to  build  houses  to  let,  and 
the  Daventry  Development  Committee  has  set  aside  land  for  this  pur- 
pose, for  the  three  Societies  which  have  since  come  into  existence. 

In  the  efforts  to  eradicate  slum  property  over  the  past  ten  years, 

the  Public  Health  Committee  has  taken  action  in  respect  of  111  dwel- 

lings. A further  27  unfit  houses  remain  although  it  is  possible  that  a 
number  of  other  houses,  which  are,  by  reason  of  bad  design  and  lack 
of  conveniences,  so  short  of  any  reasonable  standard,  that  they  may 
merit  clearance  rather  than  attempt  to  repair  them.  One  unfit  house 
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was  demolished  and  two  more  closed  during  the  year  and  altogether, 
seven  families  were  re-housed  by  the  Council,  from  condemned  property 
in  advance  of  demolition. 

Two  applications  were  approved,  for  Standard  Grants  towards  the 
cost  of  modernising  private  houses.  Several  enquiries  were  also  re- 
ceived, with  regard  to  improvement  of  houses,  but  the  owners  were 
advised  to  delay  expenditure  pending  the  publication  of  a plan  for  the 
re-development  of  the  Central  Area  of  the  town. 

A list  of  the  different!  types  of  accommodation  built  by  the  Borough 
Council  is  given  hereunder: — 


PRE-WAR 

Total 


2 

bedroomed 

houses 

20 

3 

bedroomed 

houses 

86 

4 

bedroomed 

houses 

14 

— 120 


POST-WAR 


Flats 

61 

2 bedroomed 

houses 

152 

3 bedroomed 

houses 

358 

4 bedroomed 

houses 

26 

Bungalows 

13 

Maisonettes 

4 

Shops 

5 

— 619 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  -NUMBER  OF  NEW  DWELLINGS 
ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


Dwellings 

By  the  Local  Authority  ... 

By  other  Bodies  or  Persons  ...... 
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HOUSING  STATISTIGS 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR 


I INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

1.  fa)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Act  defects  ...  ...  ...  72 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  . ...  ...  204 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  human  habitation 
and  incapable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense: — 

(a)  Number  scheduled  in  original  Slum  Clearance 

programme  1955  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

(b)  Number  of  additional  houses  found  to  be  unfit 

as  a result  of  re-survey  made  during  1961  ...  21 

(c)  Number  dealt  with  1955-1964  ...  ...  ...  Ill 

(d)  Remaining  unfit  houses  ...  . . ...  ...  27 


II  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 
Iti  Clearance  Areas 


1.  Houses  unfit 
human  habitation 


HOUSES 

DEMOLISHED 

for 


DISPLACED  during  year 
Persons  Families 


2.  Houses  included  by 
reason  of  bad  arrange- 
ment, etc. 

3.  Houses  on  land  ac- 

quired under  Sec. 
43(2)  Housing  Act. 
1957  


Not  in  Clearance  areas 

4.  As  a result  of  formal 

or  informal  proce- 
dure under  Sec.  16  or 
Sec.  17(1)  Housing 
Act.  1957  

5.  Local  authority  owned 
houses  certified  unfit 
by  the  Medical  OfTicer 
of  Health 


12 
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6.  Houses  unfit  for 
human  habitation 
where  action  has  been 
taken  under  local 

Acts — — 

7.  Unfit  houses  included 

in  unfitness  orders  ...  — — 

7a  Number  of  dwellings 
included  above  which 
were  previously  re- 
ported as  closed  ...  — — — 

III  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED 

8.  Under  Sec.  16(4), 

17(1)  and  35(1)  Hous- 
ing Act  1957  ...  2 2 1 

9.  Under  Sec.  17(3)  and 

26,  Housing  Act,  1957  — — — 

10.  Parts  of  buildings 
closed  under  Sec.  18 

Housing  Acts,  1957  ...  — — — 

IV  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  FIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS 


WERE  REMEDIED 


By 

Owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

11. 

After  informal  Action  by 
Authority 

Local 

33 



12a 

After  formal  notice  under  (a) 
Health  Acts 

Public 

- 

- 

12b 

Sec.  9,  16  and  24  Housing  Act, 

1957 

1 

— 

V UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE  (Housing  Act,  1957) 

NIL 

VI  PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT  (in  clearance  areas) 

NIL 

VII  HOUSING  ACT  1957  PART  IV  — OVERCROWDING 

1.  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  end 

of  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

(b)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  1 
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1.  (c)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  11 

2.  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

3.  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  8 

4.  Number  of  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  became 
overcrowded  again  after  Local  Authority  had  taken 

steps  to  abate  same  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

RENT  ACT,  1957 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  ...  Nil 
Number  of  Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

(a)  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958  as  amended  by 
House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  and  Housing  Act,  1961 
Number  of  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants  ...  Nil 
Number  of  applications  approved  by  Local  Authority  Nil 
Number  of  applications  refused  by  Local  Authority  Nil 

(b)  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  and  Housing  Act,  1961 

Number  of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  ...  2 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  Local  Authority  2 

Number  of  applications  refused  by  Local  Authority  Nil 
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SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD  AND  DRINK 


All  food  shops  and  premises  used  for  the  preparation  of  food  for 
sale  to  the  public  as  well  as  factory  and  school  canteens  were  inspected 
at  regular  intervals  to  ensure  that  they  were  kept  up  to  the  standard 
required  by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

One  shopkeeper  who  ignored  several  warnings  from  the  Public 
Heath  Committee  was  proceeded  against  for  the  sale  of  a loaf  containing 
a coickroach  and  for  not  keeping  his  premises  in  proper  repair.  He  was 
fined  a total  of  £16  and  in  addition,  costs  of  three  guineas  were  awarded 
to  the  Council  in  bringing  the  case.  Other  shopkeepers  co-operated  well 
but  because  of  the  uncertainty  over  the  future  of  properties  in  the  central 
area  of  the  town,  alterations  involving  expenditure  were  being  deferred 
at  some  of  the  shops. 

A number  of  complaints  were  received  about  food  which  had  been 
purchased  in  Daventry.  Two  of  these  involving  sausages  and  a meat  pie 
which  had  become  mouldy  resulted  from  lack  of  proper  stock  rotation. 
Upon  request  by  your  Inspector,  suitable  action  was  taken  by  the  shop- 
keepers to  prevent  re-occurrance  of  this  trouble. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Borough  and  local  butchers 
either  slaughter  their  own  animals  in  premises  in  the  surrounding  villages 
or  purchase  supplies  from  large  meat  traders  in  the  Northampton  area. 

Shops  and  cafes  where  ice-cream  was  sold  were  checked  and  samples 
of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  One  un- 
satisfactory sample  was  taken  from  an  ice-cream  vehicle  trading  on  the 
Council’s  housing  estate.  The  trouble  was  traced  to  a breakdown  of  the 
vehicle  the  previous  day  when  the  freezer  had  been  out  of  action.  The 
re-freezing  of  ice-cream  is  not  permitted  and  the  firm  was  warned  concern- 
ing this  matter. 

All  milk  supplied  in  the  town  was  sold  under  the  designations 
“pasteurised,”  “siterilised”  or  “tuberculin  tested.”  Licences  are  issued 
to  shopkeepers  allowing  them  to  sell  milk  from  their  premises. 

On  the  1st  October,  the  designation  “tuberculin  tested”  was  dis- 
continued and  this  was  replaced  by  the  name  “untreated”  and  fresh 
licences  were  issued  accoirdingly  to  shopkeepers.  No  complaints  were 
received  about  milk  purchased  by  the  general  public,  but  it  is  disturbing 
to  note  that  of  99  samples  of  milk  taken  throughout  the  county,  by  the 
County  Council,  as  many  as  10  showed  the  presence  of  antibiotics, 
although  none  exceded  0.05  I.U.  per  ml.  of  penicillin,  the  normal  limit 
of  acceptance  by  dairies. 
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The  following  list  gives  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  Borough  of 
Daventry  by  the  County  Council’s  Inspectors: — 


MILK  32 

SWEETS  4 

MEAT  PRODUCTS  12 

CREAM  2 

CHEESE  2 

ICE  CREAM  I 

JAM  2 

SPIRITS  II 

SHANDY.  ETC.  2 

MEAT  PASTE  I 

MILK  SHAKE  SYRUP  1 
FRUIT  2 
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The  only  unsatisfactory  sample  was  the  milk  shake  syrup  which 
contained  excessive  sulphur  dioxide  preservative.  This  matter  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  manufacturers  who  in  turn  instituted  additional 
precautions  to  prevent  any  further  incident. 

I wish  to  acknowledge  the  help  given  by  the  Chief  Food  Inspector 
in  arranging  for  the  analysis  of  sausages  made  in  the  Borough  of  Daventry. 
All  the  results  were  very  satisfactory  and  showed  a high  meat  content 
in  this  article  of  food. 
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SECTION  F 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOTS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

There  was  a very  considerable  decrease  in  the  notification  of  in- 
fectious diseases,  the  numbers  falling  to  10  from  the  high  figure  of  207 
last  year.  This  was  largely  due  to  the  biennial  incidence  of  measles. 
There  was  no  serious  outbreak  of  any  sort  in  the  town.  Once  again 
no  case  of  poliomyelitis  has  occurred.  Two  cases  of  pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis were  notified. 

PERIOD  DISTRIBUTION  OF 
NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 
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Measles  ...  — — — - — — • — — 1 — — 4 — 5 

Sonne 

Dysentery  — — — — — — — 1 — — — - — 1 

Food 

Poisoning  — — — - — — — — — — 1 — — 1 

Pneumonia  (Acute 

primary)  ...  1 - — — — — — — — — — 1 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  — — — — - — ■ — 1 1 — — — — 2 

TOTALS  ...  — i___  — 1 3 — 1 4 — 10 


MEASLES 

There  were  only  five  cases.  This  disease  though  highly  infectious, 
is  now  like  scarlet  fever,  following  a more  benign  course  and  seldom 
showing  serious  complications.  However,  in  the  more  delicate,  and 
occasionally  normal  children,  the  unpleasant  conditions  of  eye  or  ear 
infections  or  pneumonia  still  occur.  These  are,  however,  usually  soon 
and  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  large  number  of  antibiotics  that  are 
now  available. 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

No  cases  were  notified.  This  is  another  condition  which  is  be- 
coming largely  more  benign,  but  in  some  cases  can  be  distressing,  and 
in  infancy  a serious  illness.  Protection  to  this  disease  is  often  by  triple 
vaccination,  together  with  tetanus  and  diphtheria.  The  satisfactory 
lack  of  cases  is  probably  due  to  the  high  immunisation  rate  in  the  town. 

SCARLET  FEVER 

No  cases  were  notified.  This  disease  continues  in  its  mild  phase. 
Its  principle  interest  is  that  it  gives  a rough  indication  of  the  amount 
of  streptococcal  infection  in  the  community. 
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SMALLPOX 


There  were  no  cases. 

The  vaccination  of  children  is  still  necessary  and  should  be  carried 
out  sometime  during  the  first  two  years  of  life,  preferably  between  the 
first  and  second  year. 

DIPHTHERIA 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  Northamptonshire  since 
1956.  There  is  therefore  with  each  successive  year  of  freedom  from 
infection,  a diminishing  recollection  of  the  dangers  of  this  illness. 
Mothers  without  knowledge  of  the  disease  feel  a false  security  and  may 
not  have  their  children  immunised.  That  this  is  a dangerous  situation 
cannot  be  too  strongly  stressed,  as  it  is  only  by  keeping  up  the  numbers 
of  children  immunised  that  the  disease  be  kept  in  check.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  parents  to  have  their  children  immunised,  and  if  they  fail 
to  do  so.  they  neglect  their  welfare. 

POLIOMYELITIS 

Once  again  there  have  been  no  cases,  and  this  freedom  can  be 
ascribed  to  immunisation  as  the  decline  in  incidence  has  occurred 
concurrently  with  vaccination.  The  oral  Sabin  vaccine  is  now  used 
which  gives  a longer  lasting  immunity  than  the  Salk  or  injected  variety. 
A drink  of  syrup  or  a lump  of  sugar  is  also  much  more  acceptable  to 
the  young  patients  than  the  previous  needle  prick. 

SONNE  DYSENTERY 

There  was  only  one  case.  This  condition  remains  occasionally 
endemic  in  the  town  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  record  this  low  incidence. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  was  only  one  case.  This  was  fortunately  a low  incidence 
in  the  town.  The  condition  is  usually  caused  by  one  of  the  Salmonella 
organisms,  the  commonest  being  the  Typhimurium  strain  or  paratyphoid 
A or  B.  The  Staohylococcus  gaining  entry  to  food  from  an  infected 
spot  or  boil  on  the  hands,  arms  or  face  of  a food  handler  may  al.so 
cause  a severe  form  of  food  poisoning.  Some  chemical  contaminants 
can  be  an  occasional  cause.  More  rarely  Typhoid  fever  and  botulism 
may  occur.  However,  the  commonest  germ  causing  food  poisoning  is 
the  Salmonella,  gaining  entry  into  food  by  the  faulty  hygiene  of  food- 
handlers.  The  sources  of  infection  can  be  numerous,  uncooked,  con- 
taminated (often  imported)  meat  being  today  probhbly  one  of  the  most 
frequent. 

TYPHOID  FEVER 

There  were  no  cases. 


Aberdeen  Typhoid  Outbreak 

During  the  summer  months  500  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in 
Aberdeen."  Infection  took  place  from  a contaminated  6 lb.  can  of  corned 
beef  manufactured  in  the  Argentine  and  sliced  in  a meat  slicer  in  a 
Supermarket  in  Aberdeen.  Cans  from  the  batch  of  infected  meat  had 
been  distributed  throughout  the  country  and  it  became  necessary  to 
trace  these  and  withdraw  them  from  sale  to  the  public.  All  such  cans 
in  the  town  were  found  and  withdrawn.  This  necessitated  much  extra 
work  and  repeated  visits  to  food  stores  as  further  batches  were  noti- 
fied from  the  Ministry  and  had  to  be  traced. 
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Zermatt  Typhoid  Outbreak 

The  possibility  that  holiday  makers  returning  from  skiing  at  Zermatr 
had  been  infected  with  typhoiid  and  had  become  symptomless  carriers 
made  it  necessary  to  endeavour  to  trace  any  such  persons,  particularly 
if  any  of  them  were  employed  in  the  food  trade.  The  press  assisted 
by  publishing  that  information  was  required,  and  other  efforts  were 
made  to  trace  these  persons.  No  such  persons  were  found  in  the  town. 


RESPIRATORY  INFECTIONS 

Six  deaths  are  recorded  from  influenza,  one  from  bronchitis  and 
five  from  pneumonia.  The  respiratory  infections  are  now  seldom  a 
cause  of  death,  except  as  a terminal  event  but  remain  a considerable 
cause  of  ill  health.  These  are  still  the  highest  cause  of  loss  of  working 
hours,  and  bronchitis,  nasal  catarrh  and  sinus  infections  still  are  a 
cause  of  much  disability. 


INFECTIVE  HEPATITIS 

There  were  no  cases.  The  Minister  of  Health  gave  sanction  that 
this  disease  should  be  made  locally  notifiable  as  from  1st  July,  1962. 
By  arrangement  with  other  local  authorities  this  also  became  operative 
in  Northamptonshire. 

Acute  Infective  Hepatitis  is  a disease  caused  by  a virus,  which 
attacks  the  liver  and  causes  jaundice.  It  is  mainly  an  infection  of  young 
people  of  fcecal-oral  spread,  with  an  incubation  period  of  15-50  days. 
The  incriminative  routes  of  infection  are  from  food  handlers,  water 
and  children  to  their  mothers  The  virus  is  present  in  faeces  16  days 
before  jaundice,  and  up  to  eight  days  after.  Serum  hepatitis,  which  is 
another  form  of  infective  hepatitis,  has  a longer  incubation  period  of 
50-160  days  and  affects  mainly  adults  and  can  be  spread  by  blood 
transfusion  and  inefficiently  sterilised  equipment  used  by  doctors, 
dentists  and  nurses,  drug  addicts,  and  in  the  various  tattooing  processes. 
The  clinical  grouos  of  these  two  types  of  hepatitis  are  indistinguishable. 
There  is  no  specific  treatment  and  an  icteric  adult  may  be  away  from 
work  from  six  weeks  to  two  months,  and  sometimes  may  not  feel  really 
fir  for  a year.  Quarantine  measures  are  of  little  value  and  patients  can 
be  treated  at  home  or  in  hospital,  provided  that  adequate  hand-washing 
techniques  are  practised,  and  concurrent  disinfection  of  excreta.  Serum 
hepatitis  can  be  virtually  abolished,  if  disposable  equipment  were  gener- 
ally introduced.  In  the  County,  disposable  equipment  is  used  by  the 
County  Health  Department  for  all  procedures  involving  immunisation. 
Gamma  Globulin  is  of  value  for  the  protection  of  close  contacts  and 
pregnant  women  during  epidemics. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMMUNISATION 

Children  are  offered  immunisation  to  the  following  diseases:- - 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Poliomyelitis  and  Smallpox  in  the 
earlier  years.  These  procedures  are  carried  out  by  the  General  Practi- 
tioners or  by  the  County  Council  at  theiri  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Figures  are  not  available  this  year  of  the  numbers  immunised  in 
the  town.  The  County  Council  will  include  these  in  their  statistics  for 
the  year. 

All  children  are  offered  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  at  the  age 
of  13  years  There  is  a good  response  to  this  offer  and  large  numbers 
are  vaccinated  each  year  in  the  schools. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  two  new  cases  of  tuberculosis.  One  was  in  a male  aged 
25.  the  other,  a housewife  aged  27.  There  were  also  two  inward 
transfers,  one  male  and  one  female. 


Tuberculosis  After  Care  Committee 

The  local  After  Care  Committee  continues  to  do  very  good  work 
to  help  tuberculosis  patients  and  their  families  and  is  worthy  of  mention 
in  this  report 


Age  and  sex  distribution  of  jiew  cases  and  deaths  1964 
New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Groups 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Other 

M F 

Pulmonary 

M F 

Other 

M F 

20- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65  plus 

1 

1 

— — 

— — 

— — 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 







Cases  on  Register  at  31st 

December, 

1964 

Designation  Males 

Females 

Pulmonary  Other 

Pulmonary  Other 

Total 

Notified  in  1964  ...  1 — 

1 

— 

2 

Inward  Transfers  ...  1 — 

1 



2 

Death  ...  ...  — — 

Cured  ...  ...  — — 

— 

— 

— 

Removals  ...  ...  — — 

1 

— 

— 

Remaining  ..  ...  19  4 

2C 

1 

44 

The  Mass  Radiography  Service,  No.  1 

Unit,  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 

Board,  visited  the  town  to  make  a comprehensive 

survey  of  persons 

employed  at  firms  and  offices.  The  results 

are  very  encouraging  and 

show 

only  seven  cases  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic. 

Summary  of  Work 

Male 

Female 

Total 

No.  of  miniature  films  taken 

1,098 

326 

1,424 

No.  referred  to  chest  clinic 

7 

— 

7 

No.  previously  examined  by  M.M.R.  ... 

918 

239 

1,157 

No.  not  previously  examined  by  M.M.R. 

180 

87 

267 

Results  of  cases  referred  to  Chest  Clinic 
Pulmonary  tuberculosis  requiring  occa- 

sional  supervision 

1 

— 

1 

Healed  pulmonary  tuberculosis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Bronchial  carcinoma 

1 

— 

1 

Emphysoma 

1 

— 

1 

Pulmonary  fibrosis 

1 

— 

1 

Normal 

1 

— 

1 

7 

• — 

7 
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SECTION  G 


FACTOKrES  ACT  1961 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


Part  I 

INSPECTION  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTFI 


No.  on 
Register 


(i) 

Factories  without 

mechaniical  power  ... 

15 

(ii) 

Factories  with 

mechanical  power  ... 

34 

(iii) 

Other  premises  under 
Act  (excluding 

outworkers’  premises) 

12 

61 

Number  of 
Written  Occupiers 
Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 


19  1 

41  1 

26  2 

86  4 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  Temp.  (S.3) 
Inadequate  Vent.  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  fS.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insuflicient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  relating 

to  Outworkers’) 


Ref.  to 

Found  Remedied  M.H.  Insp 
2 2 — 

1 1 — 

1 : 

1 1 — 


Ref.  by  No.  of 
H.M.I.  Prosecutio-ns 


Total  5 5 


Part  VIII  — Outworkers 

Number  of  outworkers  registered  during  the  year  ...  2 

In  these  two  cases  the  work  was  in  connection  with  the  making 
of  wearing  apparel  (i.e.  Boot  and  Shoe  trade).  Both  premises  were  suit- 
able for  the  carrying  out  of  such  work. 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

This  Act  was  introduced  to  secure  standards  for  those  employed  in 
offices,  shops  and  railway  premises. 

Local  authorities  were  required  to  appoint  inspectors  to  enforce  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  and  your  Public  Health  Inspector  has  been  appointed 
to  undertake  this  duty. 

The  main  provisions  of  the  Act  are  concerned  with  health  (adequate 
working  space,  cleanliness,  temperature,  lighting  and  ventilation,  provdsion 
O'f  sanitary  conveniences,  working  facilities  and  other  provisons),  safety 
(floors,  stairways,  guarding  of  machines,  provision  of  first  aid  equipment, 
notification  of  accidents  and  prohibition  of  employment  of  young  persons 
on  cleaning  dangerous  machines)  and  fire  precautions  which  include  means 
of  escape. 

Premises  covered  by  the  Act  include  offices,  shops,  hairdressers, 
hotels,  pujolic  houses,  restaurants,  cafes,  canteens,  wholesale  warehouses 
and  fuel  fforage  depots,  and  these  became  subject  to  registration  for  the 
first  time  as  from  1st  May.  1964.  In  common  with  other  areas,  applications 
for  registration  were  very  slow  in  coming  in.  despite  national  publicity 
on  this  subject.  It  was.  therefore,  decided  to  issue  the  necessary  forms 
with  a covering  letter  explaining  the  need  for  registration,  direct  to  all 
persons  concerned  with  the  above  premises.  This  was  most  effective  and 
almost  all  premises  had  been  registered  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A 
considerable  amount  of  time  has  been  spent  in  compiling  this  register  and 
now  this  stage  has  been  reached,  detailed  inspection  of  the  premises  will 
follow  during  1965.  This  work  has  already  been  started  and  attention  given 
to  Che  effective  fencing  of  machines  classified  by  an  Order  as  being 
dangerous,  including  mincing,  slicing,  potato  chipping,  guillotine  and 
food  mixing  machines  found  in  daily  use  in  most  shops,  bakeries,  cafes 
and  some  offices. 

The  following  report  covers  the  period  of  eight  months  from  1st 
May  to  31st  December.  1964,  and  includes  details  required  by  Section  60 
of  the  above  Act. 


Table  A 


REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 


Offices 
Retail  shops 

Wholesale  shops  and  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 


28 

63 


28 

62 


4 

12 


the  public,  canteens  ... 
Fuel  storage  depots 


6 


6 


6 


TOTALS 


97 


96 


22 


Table  B 


NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS  TO 
REGISTERED  PREMISES 
75 


31 


T-ihle  C 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED 
PREMISES  OR  WORKPLACE 

No,  of 
persoins 

Class  of  workplace  employed 


Offices 

Retail  shops 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to  public 
Canteens 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

TOTAL 
Total  males 
Total  females  ... 


Table  D 

EXEMPTIONS 

Part  1 — Space  (Sec.  5 [2])  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Part  II  — Temperature  (Sec.  6)  ...  ...  Nil 

Part  in  — Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  9)  Nil 

Part  IV  — Washing  Facilities  (Sec.  10)  . Nil 


Table  E 

PROSECUTIONS 

Nil 

Table  F 

INSPECTORS 

No  of  inspectors  appointed  under  Section 


52  (1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act  ..  ...  ...  One 

No,  of  Other  staff  employed  for  most  of 
their  time  on  work  in  connection  with 
the  Act  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  VISITS 
DURING  THE  YEAR 

Housing: 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  374 

Overcrowding  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Drainage,  W.C.s,  Sinks,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

Food  and  Drugs  and  ancillary  provisions  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Food — Inspection  and  Condemnation  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Offices,  shops,  and  railway  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Petroleum  Licensing  and  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...•  ...  ...  8 

Verminous  Premises  and  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pig  keeping  and  other  animal  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Theatres.  Hotels  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  ...  16 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  5] 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Temporary  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


225 

200 

6 

28 

6 


465 

244 

221 


•1 


